ADVERTISEMENT

Arrested in 2003, Alexey Pichugin is the
longest-serving political prisoner in Russia.
Today is his 56th birthday.

25 July 2018

Amnesty International
Human Rights Action Centre
17-25 New Inn Yard

London

Dear Amnesty International:

We write to ask that Amnesty International recognize Alexey Pichugin as a political prisoner
and prisoner of conscience.

Mr. Pichugin was arrested on June 19,2003, the first strike in Russian President Putin’s campaign
to unlawfully expropriate the Yukos Oil Company. Mr. Pichugin has been in Russian custody ever
since, the longest-serving political prisoner in Putin’s Russia.

Mr. Pichugin is a pawn used by Mr. Putin to seek leverage against his higher-ups. This includes
Mikhail Khodorkovsky, whom the UK granted political asylum based on charges that overlap with
those against Mr. Pichugin and who himself was previously recognized by Amnesty International as
a prisoner of conscience.

Mr. Pichugin is kept at the notorious “Black Dolphin” prison. He has repeatedly been brought to
facilities operated by the FSB, successor to the KGB, where he was drugged and interrogated outside
the presence of his lawyers. The apartments of Mr. Pichugin’s elderly mother and brother have been
raided by Russia commandos. He has endured show trials based on fabricated evidence and witnesses
who later recanted, testifying that they only implicated Mr. Pichugin after investigators told them his
name and what to say. Twice the European Court of Human Rights has issued judgments that Mr.
Pichugin’s trials were unfair and violated international human rights standards.

Amnesty International should add its voice to Freedom House, the Raoul Wallenberg Centre
for Human Rights, the Lantos Foundation for Human Rights and Justice, and the Memorial Human
Rights Center, all of which have recognized Mr. Pichugin as a political prisoner. Mr. Pichugin is
that and his continued imprisonment is a siren declaring the breakdown of the Rule of Law in Mr.
Putin’s Russia.

Sincerely,
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Irwin Cotler David Libai Herta Daubler-Gmelin
Former Minister of Justice Former Minister of Justice Former Minister of Justice
Canada Israel Germany




