
[Translation from Russian of excerpt pertaining to AVP; full text at https://sobchakprotivvseh.ru/blog/589/; bracketed text and 

footnote by translator] 

 

Ksenia Sobchak1 met with Vladimir Putin to seek pardon for political 

prisoners 

Today [March 19, 2018], all Russian Presidential candidates met at the Kremlin. The 

broadcast of the event on federal [TV] channels was terminated as soon as Sobchak 

started speaking, asking that political prisoners be freed. At the end of the meeting, 

Sobchak gave Putin a folder with names, and the incumbent President promised to 

consider her request.  

There are 16 names on Sobchak’s list: Dmitry Borisok, Stanislav Zimovetz, 

Alexander Kolchenko, Vladimir Lapygin, Sergei Mokhnatkin, Oleg Navalny, 

Alexander Sokolov, Oleg Sentzov, [Alexei Pichugin] and others. 

… 

[only the part pertaining to Pichugin is translated here] 

Alexei Vladimirovich Pichugin, age 55  

Former head of a Yukos Oil Company security department, whose arrest was the 

start of the “Yukos Affair.” Charged with organizing five murders and three 

attempted murders. The charges were based on statements by two convicts who later 

recanted as they made their statements under investigators’ pressure in exchange for 

milder sentences. In prosecuting Pichugin, the investigators tried to get him to testify 

against former Yukos owner Leonid Nevzlin, but Pichugin made no statements. 

He was convicted and sentenced to life in prison. 

                                                           
1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ksenia_Sobchak  
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